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eas newsletter
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1. President’s welcome
Dear EAS members!

I

hope you had a good start into the school/academic year!
As the new chair of the EAS for the next two years I´m happy to send you this newsletter and
continue the tradition of sending short information about current activities and developments
from our European network for music education to a growing membership.

Thanks to the team around Oliver Krämer, this year’s conference in Rostock was a very exciting
event of high quality. The evaluation of the conference was very positive overall. Your ideas for
developing the conference format further are very important to us. We will take on board your suggestions to try to strengthen the connection to teachers and school through attractive offers to music
teachers from the hosting country, to set up school visits during the conference, and to establish a
session for exchanges among national teachers associations. You’ll find details of next year’s conference below. We look forward to welcoming you to Vilnius (16th - 19th of March 2016).
EAS board elections took place in Rostock (you can read more about the current board further
on). We are very thankful to the colleagues who served on the EAS board with so much energy and
engagement during their term of office and of course we hope to keep those colleagues strongly connected to the network.
The EAS board wanted to include a strong student voice and we are happy to welcome Jone
Girdzijauskaitė from Lithuania who will participate in all board meetings! The network of international cooperations within music and music education is growing for example, EAS is a partner
in the AEC-project FULL SCORE to develop the European framework for Quality Enhancement in
music education, and a partner in the preparation of an EMC Forum on Music Education and Training. In addition, we are involved in the development of a European Agenda for Music (together with
EMC, AEC and EMU).
To keep the position and work for music education in Europe it is very
important to have individual and also institutional members! If your institution is not yet a member, please think of this possibility: there are a
number of additional benefits available to institutional members. Details
of these can be found on our website.
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2. EAS Conference update

E

AS Conference “Looking for the unexpected: Creativity and innovation in music
education” takes place in Vilnius, Lithuania on 16-19 March 2016.
Our particular focus will be on innovations in music education.
How do we recognize a creative learner and how do we measure his or her creativity?
What does it mean to be creative in music?
What are the characteristics of creative pupils, students, and professional artists?
What are the features of a creative music teacher, and what does it mean to teach creatively?
Watch the conference trailer (Youtube)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D85eyK7wkRA
Important dates:
n November 1, 2015 – deadline for abstract submission
n January 16, 2016 – early bird registration and payment
For more information follow the conference website
http://www.eas-music.org/activities/eas-conferences/2016-vilnius-lt/.

3. Board elections
4. New Honorary Members

I

Herbert Meyer

n March 2015, the resigning EAS board 2013-2015 awarded
EAS members Sarah Hennessy (UK) and Herbert Meyer
(BE) with an honorary membership. Both persons have
made a major contribution to the association. Sarah joined the
EAS board in 2005 and served as chair between 2009 and 2011.
For the past four years she was the Past President of the association. Herbert Meyer is one of the founding members of the
EAS (founded in 1990 in Lübeck, DE) and has been a member of
the association ever since. He has been a board member and the
board’s treasurer until 2011 (for 21 years!). Herbert was awarded
the honorary membership within the framework of the festivities connected to the 25th anniversary celebration of the EAS.

Sarah Hennessy

A

new board was elected during the 23rd EAS/5th ISME Regional
Conference which took place in Rostock, Germany from March
25th to 28th. Although elections are always interesting, this time it
was very special because there were some major changes. The regulations
say that board members can stay for a maximum of six years and that,
after two years the President can be re-elected to
serve one further term of office. In all, six board
members left the board: Isolde Malmberg (AT),
Sarah Hennessy (UK), Ene Kangron (EE), Nesrin Kalyoncu (TR), Branka Rotar Pance (SI)
and co-opted board member Jarka Jaroslava
(CZ). After four years of presidency, Adri de Vugt
(NL) stepped down. EAS is enormously indebted
to all these board members for the contribution
they have made to our organisation and we thank
them all.
The new board, full of energy, consists of President: Gerhard Sammer
(DE) Vice-president: Thomas De Baets (BE); Past-president: Adri de Vugt
(NL); Anna Houmann (SE), Natassa Economidou Stavrou (CY); Mary
Stakelum (UK); Marina Gall (UK). Co-opted board members are: Lina
Van Dooren (SE), Ruta Girdzijauskiene (LT), Jone Girdzijauskaitė (LT)
and Monika Oebelsberger (AT).

Kastriot Sada

Naomi Maczelka

T

Lorrainne O Connell

Jeroen Vanesser
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here are currently 27 European countries represented by a National Coordinator (NC). The
National Coordinators play an essential part in the strive to advance knowledge about music
education, to encourage scholarly inquiry related to music education, to promote the use of
music education research to improve music education in Europe. For that reason it is a pleasure to
welcome four new National Coordinators:
• Jeroen Vanesser (Flanders/Belgium) - Lecturer & researcher in Music Education at the UC LeuvenLimburg
• Noémi Maczelka (Hungary); head oft he Music Education Department and the Art Institute of the
Szeged University Faculty of Education “Juhász Gyula”
• Lorraine O Connell (Ireland) - Conservatory of Music and Drama, Dublin Institute of Technology
(Campus)
• Kastriot Sada (Kosovo) - Assistant professor at the department of Faculty of Education / University
of Gjakova “Fehmi Agani”

6. New institutional Members
n Bundesverband Musikunterricht / Germany
The aim of the German association “Bundesverband Musikunterricht” (BMU) is to support music education - especially music in schools. It was founded in 2014 as a consequence of the merger
of the formerly two organisations for music teachers in Germany for the aim of focussing the energy, members etc in one strong association. It offers a platform for music teachers, music teacher
trainers, academics and students. The BMU supports cultural and educational policy as well as
high quality music teacher training, both for a wide range of
musical activities in school. On national level there are regularly
big conferences and congresses initiated by this strong music
education network. On regional level also congresses and a lot
of workshops are organised. The current presidents of the association are Dr. Ortwin Nimczik and Dr. Michael Pabst-Krueger.
www.bmu-musik.de
n Academy of Music Sarajevo / Bosnia and Herzegovina
Academy of Music Sarajevo was founded in 1955 and is the
oldest music institution in the country. The academy offers
various courses in many instruments, composing, conducting, music education and theoretical fields, such as musicology, on different levels (Bachelor, Masters and PhD). They are
an active member of AEC and often host guest teachers as
well as students from academies with whom they have strong
links internationally. They take part in national and European
projects and programmes, such as the Erasmus exchange programme, and work hard to meet the standards of a European
academy even though the possibilities are limited as Bosnia
and Herzegovina is not yet a member of the European Union.
www.mas.unsa.ba

7. Granada Declaration 2015

T

he introduction of a new educational law from the Spanish government
signals the deterioration of the situation of music in schools all over Spain.
Until 1990, music has been included as an obligatory subject, but with
the introduction of new legislation, music will no longer be open to everyone.
Instead, it takes on the status of a specialist subject, to be taken only by pupils with
a special interest. The news is no better for music teacher training and massive
cuts are planned which will have a serious effect on the possibilities for developing high quality provision for the next generation of teachers. During the Rostock
conference, the EAS-National Coordinator José A. Rodríguez-Quiles y Garcia,
Professor of music education at the University of Granada outlined this shocking scenario to delegates and in response, the EAS and colleagues from all over
Europe signed in the framework of the EAS-conference in Rostock the so called
Granada Declaration “For lively music education in schools and high level training of music teachers in Spain and Europe”. Find the full declaration here:
Dokumente/downloads/countries/Spain/GRANADA%20DECLARATION%202015.pdf
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8. Conferenc

Oliver Krämer)

Open Ears – Open Minds
Listening and Understanding Music
Report of the 23rd EAS Conference / ISME European Regional Conference 2015
Rostock University of Music and Drama
25-28 March 2015
For a report of the EAS conference in Rostock, which was held in 2015, please go to http://www.eas-music.org/activities/eas-conferences/2015-rostock-de
Here are some of the highlights!
25th Anniversary of the EAS
During the conference dinner on Friday night a special event took place:
EAS celebrated its 25th anniversary. A slideshow gathering impressions from
25 years of international cooperation, meetings and common activities was
shown. Franz Niermann (former EAS president) painted a lively picture of
the years since the foundation of the EAS in 1990 in Lübeck (Germany). A
big birthday cake, extensive dancing and a fire show in the courtyard of the
picturesque university building made a magnificent frame.
Note of Thanks
Thank you to our keynote speakers and all the presenters for sharing their ideas. There is so much to take back home
and to think about, and that is what a conference should be about: a chance to step back from our professional routines, to get some distance, and to get new ideas and energy for the important work on music education that we are
all part of.

9. National Coordinators Meeting and Symposium 2015

T

he EAS National Coordinators’
meeting takes place annually, prior to the conference. This year’s
meeting in Rostock was the biggest ever,
with 24 out of the 27 national coordinators attending, including four new NCs
from Belgium, Hungary, Ireland and
Kosovo. At this meeting all NCs gave an
overview of the tendencies and news in
Music Education in their countries. In addition, the role of EAS in supporting the
development of music education in different European countries was discussed

among the group.
In addition, for the first time ever a symposium for National Coordinators was
included as part of the conference programme. The title of the symposium was
“The role of Music Listening in Music
Lessons in Europe”. 16 NC’s made a short
presentation on this topic and commonalities and differences between the various educational contexts were identified.
This initiative turned out to be very successful and it was decided to make the
NC’s symposium a regular feature of the

The EAS National Coordinators meet in Rostock 2015
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EAS conference schedule. Stay tuned for
the next call addressing the Vilnius conference theme.
The feeling that the EAS NCs work effectively as a network was quite evident
in both the NC’s meeting and the NC’s
symposium as well as in other activities
such as the Music Olympiad which started from NC’s collaborations. It is all NCs’
wish that this network is strengthened,
working together in more areas and to
various directions (projects, organization
of events, publications, etc.).

10. Student Forum 2015

T

o find a like-minded person is really good luck and seldom happens in our lives. That’s why it’s hard
to describe the joy of the participants of the 13th International EAS-Student Forum, who found 25 of
them, all at a once! The Student Forum, organised in connection with the 23rd EAS/ISME Conference
in Rostock brought together young and enthusiastic Music Education students - from
Germany, Netherlands, Austria, Croatia, Czech Republic, Slovenia, Poland, Lithuania, Latvia, England, Belgium and Sweden - who had four beautiful days getting to
know each other, sharing ideas and inspiring each other with new ways of teaching
music.
Anne and Linus, two student delegates from the previous Forum, did a great job preparing various musical games to break the ice (although, it’s nice to admit, there wasn’t
much to break). Students had so much fun doing all of the activities and formed a
warm and friendly youth community from the very first moments. They also had a lot of great experiences
taking part in the workshops prepared by the host students from Rostock. Various experiments with the
voice, sounds of breathing, and musical instruments, gave students many useful ideas of different musical
activities that do not need particular musical skills and yet still provide opportunities to engage in collective
music making. These were new and inspiring ideas for students to take back home. As important was the
discussion surrounding the main theme of the conference - which encouraged students think more broadly
about listening as an important part of music.
Of course, participation in such an event requires preparation: each student was asked to bring one song, one
listening activity and one warm up activity or musical game which could be shown and taught during the
Forum. The workshops, where the students shared their ‘homework’ was probably the most exciting part of
whole three days. One could feel so much interest and excitement in the working groups where students were
playing games; discussing music listening issues; practising interesting, sometimes rather complex songs in
many parts; or challenging their tongues while trying to sing in various languages. This rewarding work was
further proof of how valuable and inspiring it is to share, and how much joy one gets from making music
with others.
All these workshops and activities were not only designed to broaden students’ thinking and offer teaching
activities. Another goal was to create a workshop for the participants of the main EAS conference. Students
had a long and rich discussion deciding which activities of the ones they had brought along were the most
interesting and exciting and/or which had the most educational value or emotional reward. The result was
obviously worth working hard toward. On the last day of the Forum, students led a rich, funny, inspiring and
motivating conference workshop that included a wide range of musical activities from many different countries. Students and audience alike danced, acted, sang, played rhythms, listened, improvised and, importantly,
enjoying the beautiful moment where music, creativity and friendship connected to make them a little better
as educators - and as people.
The 13th International EAS-Student Forum in Rostock is worth being called a beautiful adventure. Friendly
city, impressive university, inspiring people, rewarding communication, and creative work; this was an amazing, long-lasting, wonderful sensation for those who took part in the event. Two music education professionals, Marina Gall and Branka Rotar-Pance did a great job in making the Student Forum a place where the
trainee teachers could feel happy and at ease, and gain inspiration for their further steps towards exciting music teaching. And it has paid off more than one could imagine: because one of the most beautiful things about
music is sharing and giving and the Student Forum was a community where this took place with great joy.
The invitation for the 14th EAS Student Forum will be sent to the EAS National Coordinators in the beginning of November 2015, to enable them to nominate students.

Participants of the 13th International EAS Student Forum
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11. Doctoral Student Forum 2015

O

ur fifth EAS Doctoral Student Forum (DSF)
took place in Rostock from 24th to 26th March.
As usual, we had a great spread of countries represented with participants from universities in Belgium,
Germany, Ireland, Spain and UK. We asked each participant to prepare a short (3minutes) spoken summary of
the basic idea of their project, and to bring a poster to
the forum. At the introductory session, each participant
made their spoken presentation and this allowed us to
look in greater detail at specific aspects of each study,
identifying key concepts and highlighting some principles about research in general. On the second day the
discussion focused on the realities of the research process. The posters of each participant were used to work
on ‘real-world’ research issues and challenges, with feedback and suggestions provided by the group. There was

Specia
12. New EAS

a mixture of paired, small group and whole group activities. The event culminated in a dedicated DSF poster
session at the conference where each participant was
invited to make a public presentation of their poster and
hear some valuable feedback from conference delegates.
This year we introduced a ‘science slam’!
Plans are now underway for the next DSF. We welcome
doctoral students at all stages of their study. If you would
like to take part and would like further information
about what is involved, please contact Mary Stakelum by
emailing m.stakelum@bathspa.ac.uk. Information and
guidance about application can be found here http://
www.eas-music.org/activities/doctoral-student-forumdsf/2016-vilnius-lt/
Deadline for application is 15 December.

l Focus Group

Digital Ts - tools, technologies, time - in Music Education (DigiTiME)

T

he EAS conference in Rostock saw the launch of the new
Special Focus Group (SFG) “Digital Ts - tools, technologies,
time - in Music Education (DigiTiME)”. Within 2 symposia, as
well as engaging with presentations related to the conference theme,
colleagues came together to discuss the potential of a special focus
group. There was agreement that a main aim should be the sharing
understandings about, and practice in, the use of music technology
to support musical learning, both in schools and in music teacher education. To enable this, we have
set up a platform through which to share ideas, teaching approaches, case studies, links and research.
We also hope that the group will provide further opportunities for networking and for planning future
symposia within the EAS, and at other music education and associated conferences. We are about to
make the platform live!
Do come and join us in our collaborations! Those who would like to be part of the group should contact
Marina Gall (Marina.Gall@bris.ac.uk) and Manfred Scheid (manfred.scheid@umu.se) and we will add
you to our group email and give you access to the platform.

13. Project-Cooperation of AEC, EMU and EAS

A
FULL SCORE meeting at the Royal Conservatory in The Hague
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s part of the so called EU-project
FULL SCORE which is led by the AEC
the three association work on the aim
to establish a structured cooperation and set
the scope for this across this project. An important objective of this project is to develop
a quality enhancement framework for specialist music institutions at pre-college level and
for institutions and programmes focussed on
music pedagogy. In the first year of this project there had been meetings in Berlin, Brussels, The Hague and Rostock. First results will
be presented and discussed at the AEC Annual
Congress in Glasgow in November 2015.

14. News from EAS institutional members and partners

N

ew guide to promote singing across Europe!
Koor en Stem has published an inspirational guide to encourage singing at home and in school. It includes many interesting examples of singing with children from all over Europe. The
guide is published in English, Dutch, French and German is can be
downloaded from their website www.koorenstem.be
http://www.koorenstem.be/index.php?onderdeel=5423&titel=English

15. Third International Music Olympiad

O

nly months to go to the very special musical event supported by
the EAS!
The 3rd International Music Olympiad
Klaipeda 2016 for students of general
comprehensive secondary schools will be
organized by the Lithuanian Ministry of
Education and Science, Lithuanian Centre
of Non-Formal Youth Education, Lithuanian Music Teachers’ Association and
Klaipėda University.
The aims of the Olympiad:
n To create motivation and offer musically talented young people opportunities for artistic self-expression at international level;
n To widen opportunities for composing
music (participants can use vocal and
acoustic musical instruments as well as
various electro-acoustical instruments
and audio-visual multimedia.
n To develop musical literacy as a prerequisite for creative activities
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The 3rd International Music Olympiad
will be held in Klaipėda University (K.
Donelaičio 4 , Klaipėda, Lithuania) from
April 28 to April 30, 2016 for participants of two age groups:
· Group I - aged 12-15;
· Group II - aged 16-19.
The international organising group of
the IMuO invites music teachers from
all countries to encourage their students to participate and enjoy this special event in Klaipeda, Lithuania!
Important information and Guidelines
for the 3rd International Music Olympiad
(IMuO):
More info about content of the Olympiad
http://www.music-olympiad2016.lt

